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NOTICE OF RELEASE OF CANBAR CANBY BLUEGRASS 

The Ecological  Sciences and Technology Divis ion,  S o i l  Conservation Serv ice ,  
o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  Department of  Agr i cu l tu re ,  and t h e  Agr i cu l tu ra l  
Experiment S t a t i o n s  of Idaho and Oregon announce t h e  release of  'CANBAR' 
canby b luegrass  (Poa - canbyi ,Scr ibn . ) .  
Ma te r i a l s  Center ,  Pullman, Washington. 

I t  was developed by t h e  P lan t  

Canbar i s  a cool- season pe renn ia l  bunchgrass.  
designated P-851) from n a t i v e  s t ands  a t  moderate e l e v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  Blue 
Mountains area o f  Washington. Canbar i s  small, with f l a t  basal leaves 
t o  4 5  cm i n  l eng th .  It produces vigorous e a r l y  s p r i n g  growth, se ts  seed 
i n  mid-spring, and p l a n t s  become dormant i n  l a t e  s p r i n g .  This  s e l e c t i o n  
is very  d rough t- to l e ran t ,  performing well i n  t r i a l s  on dry  si tes i n  Sandberg 
b luegrass  (Poa - secunda) plant. communities. Canbar was s e l e c t e d  from 
eva lua t ion  of  72 s t r a i n s  o f  canby b lueg ras s .  

I t  is a s e l e c t i o n  ( o r i g i n a l l y  

On s i l t  loam l o e s s  s o i l s  and droughty, shal low,  d i s t u r b e d  si tes,  20-35 em 
p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  Columbia Basin, Canbar canby b lueg ras s  can c o n t r o l  
undes i rab le  weeds such as chea tgrass  (Bromus -- t ec torum) .  I t  p reven t s  weed 
invasion by occupying shal low s i tes  where l a r g e r  seeded bunchgrasses do n o t  
e s t a b l i s h .  
where win ters  are mild enough t o  promote winter growth more comparable t o  
chea tg ra s s  and o t h e r  weeds. 

Canbar a l s o  can outcompete and e l i m i n a t e  chea tg ra s s  on some s i tes  

Canbar provides  d i v e r s i t y  t o  reclamation o r  range improvement seedings ,  
improving t o t a l  groundcover, w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t ,  and c o n t r o l  o f  undes i r ab le  
weeds. I t  does no t  i nc rease  o r  decrease  t o t a l  fo rage .  P r i n c i p a l  use 
of t h i s  new v a r i e t y  w i l l  be  a component o f  seed mixtures  for roads ides ,  
di tchbanks,  burn areas, borrow p i t s ,  mined areas, and chea tgrass- ' in fes ted  
range.  



- L- 
Breeder seed i s  being maintained by t h e  P lan t  Materials Center ,  S o i l  
Conservation Serv ice ,  United S t a t e s  Department o f  Agr icu l ture ,  Pullman, 
Washington. Foundation seed is a v a i l a b l e  from seed c e r t i f y i n g  agenc ie s  
i n  Washington, Oregon and Idaho. 
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